DIOCESE OF SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA 

FORM FOR LICENSING LAY WORSHIP LEADERS

(to be used only for first time licensing)

Parish __________________________________________________________
To the Rt. Rev. Neff Powell, Bishop of the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia

I the undersigned seek licensing of these persons to serve as Lay Worship Leaders in accordance with the provisions of Title III, Canon 4, Sec. 4 as follows:  “A Worship Leader is a lay person who regularly leads public worship under the direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.”

_________________________________________           _______________________________________
_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

_________________________________________           _______________________________________

I testify to my belief, and that of the members of the Vestry of this Congregation with whom I have consulted on this matter, that, based upon personal knowledge or on satisfactory evidence to us that these persons are sober, honest and godly, and that each is a communicant of this congregation in good standing.  I do further declare that each one possesses such qualifications as fit him/her to lead public worship. 

(signed) _________________________________________________________

Rector/Vicar (Senior Warden in the absence of a Rector or Vicar)

Approved by the Bishop of the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia (or the Ecclesiastical Authority)

_____________________________________       Date____________________
These licenses, when signed by the Bishop, will be valid for a period of three years and may be renewed.  Keeping a record of when to renew licenses will be the responsibility of the individual parishes. 

